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Summary

One thousand and two women with
their children were studied to evalua-
te passage of fetal cells into mater-
nal circulation during delivery. One
hundred and seventy-one children, or
17.06%, that bled into the mother
were found.

Faeto-maternal hemorrhage range
from 0.10 ml. to 200 ml., it was mea-
sured by the modified Kleihauer tech-
nique.

Three  important  haemorrhages
(200 ml., 177 ml. and 136 ml.) oc-
curred, the children were born with
true shock signs and symptoms due
to acute anemia, improving after
treatment with transfusions. The pa-
tient that suffered the 200 ml. bleed-
ing had a fetal cells survival in her
circulation of 48 days.

Twenty-three Rh negative women
were studied (with Rh positive child)
looking for antibodies in the first,
third and sixth postpartum months.
Four of them had fetal cells in their
circulation, there were none in the
remaining nineteen. Among those
that received erythrocytes, one deve-
loped antibodies anti Rh at the sixth
month; among those that did not ha-
ve feto-maternal haemorrhage, there
was also one that presented antibo-
dies three months after delivery.

The total of Rh negative mothers
with positive Rh babies amongst the
one thousand and two cases studied
was 76 (7,6% ). Three hundred and
forty-five (34.5%) presented group
incompatibility betweenmother and
child.

The hemoglobine electrophoretic
analysis in  1.002 children showed
1.9% with abnormal hemoglobine:

14 children with Hb. S trait and five
with Hb. C. The average hemoglobine
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was 11.74 = 1.49 gms.% among mo-
thers with feto-maternal hemorrhage
and of 16.71 = 1.82 gms.% among
the children.

Four hundred and seventy-one wo-
men between the fifth and the ninth
month of pregnancy were studied at
the same time, finding feto-maternal
hemorrhage in forty-one of them
(8,87%).
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